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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claims 1,6, 10, and 32 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Loeffler etal. (5653079). 

Loeffler et al. disclose, in Fig. 2, a framing component comprising: an elongated 
planar web 1 1 including a longitudinal axis, a first edge parallel to the longitudinal axis, 
a second edge parallel to the longitudinal axis, a first side, and a second side; a first 
planar tab 30 extending from the first edge at approximately a 90 degree angle from the 
first side; a second planar tab 29 extending from the first edge at approximately a 90 
degree angle from the second side in a direction opposite that of the first tab; and a third 
planar tab 19 extending from the second edge at approximately a 90 degree angle from 
the second side in the direction opposite that of the first tab; the third tab 19 in 
longitudinal registration with the first tab 30 and the second tab 29 longitudinally 
adjacent to the first tab; and a fourth planar tab 18 extending from the second edge in 
longitudinal registration with the second tab, at approximately a 90 degree angle from 
the first side, and in the same direction as that of the first tab. 

This reference also discloses a framing component comprising: an elongated 
planar web 11 including a longitudinal axis, a first edge parallel to the longitudinal axis, 
a second edge parallel to the longitudinal axis, a first side, and a second side; a first 
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planar tab 30 extending from the first edge at approximately a 90 degree angle from the 
first side; a second planar tab 29 extending from the first edge at approximately a 90 
degree angle from the second side in a direction opposite that of the first tab; a third 
planar tab 19 extending from the second edge at approximately a 90 degree angle from 
the second side in the direction opposite that of the first tab; a fourth planar tab 18 
extending from the second edge at approximately a 90 degree angle from the first side 
in the same direction as that of the first tab; the first and third tabs in longitudinal 
registration; and the second and fourth tabs in longitudinal registration and longitudinally 
adjacent to the first and third tabs. 

This reference further discloses a framing component comprising: an elongated 
planar web 1 1 including a longitudinal axis, a first edge parallel to the longitudinal axis, 
and a second edge parallel to the longitudinal axis; planar tabs 18, 19, 29, 30 extending 
from the first edge and the second edge; tabs that extend from a first longitudinal 
position and from opposite edges form a "Z" shape with the web; and tabs that extend 
from a second longitudinal position adjacent to the first longitudinal position and extend 
from opposite edges form an inverted "Z" shape with the web. 

Claims 1, 6, 8, 10, 32, and 33 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Thompson (6640516). 

Thompson discloses, in Fig. 5, a thermal framing component comprising: an 
elongated planar web 2 including a longitudinal axis, a first edge parallel to the 
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longitudinal axis, a second edge parallel to the longitudinal axis, a first side, and a 
second side; a first planar tab 14 extending from the first edge at approximately a 90 
degree angle from the first side; a second planar tab 7 extending from the first edge at 
approximately a 90 degree angle from the second side in a direction opposite that of the 
first tab; a third planar tab 4 extending from the second edge at approximately a 90 
degree angle from the second side in the direction opposite that of the first tab; the third 
tab 4 in longitudinal registration with the first tab 15 and the second tab 7 longitudinally 
adjacent to the first tab; a fourth planar tab 4 extending from the second edge in 
longitudinal registration with the second tab 7 at approximately a 90 degree angle from 
the first side in the same direction as the first tab; the planar tabs extending from the 
first edge in alternating position between a 90 degree angle from the first side and a 90 
degree angle from the second side in a direction opposite the first tab; planar tabs 
extending from the second edge in alternating position between a 90 degree angle from 
the first side and a 90 degree angle from the second side in the direction opposite the 
first tab; the tabs extending from the first edge at a 90 degree angle from the first side in 
longitudinal registration with the tabs extending from the second edge at a 90 degree 
angle from the second side in a direction opposite the first tab; and the tabs extending 
from the first edge at a 90 degree angle from the second side in the direction opposite 
the first tab in longitudinal registration with the tabs extending from the second edge at a 
90 degree angle from the first side. 

This reference also discloses a thermal framing component comprising: an 
elongated planar web 2 including a longitudinal axis, a first edge parallel to the 
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longitudinal axis, a second edge parallel to the longitudinal axis, a first side, and a 
second side; a first planar tab 14 extending from the first edge at approximately a 90 
degree angle from the first side; a second planar tab 7 extending from the first edge at 
approximately a 90 degree angle from the second side in a direction opposite that of the 
first tab; a third planar tab 4 extending from the second edge at approximately a 90 
degree angle from the second side in the direction opposite that of the first tab; a fourth 
planar tab 4 extending from the second edge at approximately a 90 degree angle from 
the first side in the same direction as the first tab; the first and third tabs in longitudinal 
registration; and the second and fourth tabs in longitudinal registration and 
longitudinally adjacent to the first and third tabs. 

This reference further discloses a thermal framing component comprising: an 
elongated planar web 2 including a longitudinal axis, a first edge parallel to the 
longitudinal axis and a second edge parallel to the longitudinal axis; planar tabs 7, 14 
extending from the first edge and planar tabs 4 extending from the second edge; tabs 
that extend from a first longitudinal position and from opposite edges form a "Z" shape 
with the web; and tabs that extend from a second longitudinal position adjacent to the 
first longitudinal position and that extend from opposite edges form an inverted "Z" 
shape with the web. 

This reference finally discloses a thermal framing system comprising: a thermal 
framing component including: an elongated planar web 2 including a longitudinal axis, a 
first edge parallel to the longitudinal axis, a second edge parallel to the longitudinal axis, 
a first side, and a second side; a first planar tab 14 extending from the first edge at 
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approximately a 90 degree angle from the first side; a second planar tab 7 extending 
from the first edge at approximately a 90 degree angle from the second side in a 
direction opposite that of the first tab 14; a third planar tab 4 extending from the second 
edge at approximately a 90 degree angle from the second side in a direction opposite 
that of the first tab; the first and third tabs in longitudinal registration; the first and 
second tabs longitudinally adjacent; the second and third tabs form a longitudinal 
insulation slot; and a rigid insulation sheet S2 including a sheet edge disposed in the 
insulation slot. 

Claims 2, 4, 7, and 1 1-31 are withdrawn. 

Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments, see page 12, filed 19 August 2008, with respect to the 35 
U.S.C. 102 and 103 rejections have been fully considered and are persuasive. The 35 
U.S.C. 102 and 103 rejections of claims 1, 3, 6, 8, 10, 32, and 33 have been withdrawn. 

The examiner contends Loeffler et al. and Thompson disclose the design 
concept in the pending claims. No opinion has been offered with respect to the 
withdrawn claims. 
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Any inquiry concerning tliis communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Matthew J. Smith whose telephone number is (571 ) 

272- 7034. The examiner can normally be reached on T-Th, 8-3. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Richard E. Chllcot can be reached on 571-272-6777. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 

273- 8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (BBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/Richard E. Chilcot, Jr./ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 3635 

/M.J. S./ 

Examiner, Art Unit 3635 
24 September 2008 



